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Wine Snapshots from Vinitaly
Making sense of Italy's annual wine-trade fair through the chaos
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The 2015 edition of Vinitaly was particularly successful for Wine Spectator. Italy's 49th 

annual national wine fair, which often feels more like a party, witnessed about 150,000 

visitors from 140 countries over the four days of exhibits and seminars.

For my colleagues Tom Matthews and Alison Napjus, the extravaganza in Verona kicked 

off with the fourth edition of OperaWine, a tasting of wines from 100 of Italy's finest 

producers. This year, our partnership with Veronafiere staged its biggest and most 

successful event to date, with a packed house mingling in the Palazzo Gran Guardia 

Saturday, March 21, to taste the 103 wines presented.

The fair itself began bright and early Sunday, March 22. My first meeting was with Carlo 

Paoli and Priscilla Incisa della Rocchetta to taste the new vintages from Tenuta San 

Guido in Bolgheri. The recently bottled Le Difese 2013 showed some muscle and needs 

a few months for its tannins to settle down, while the Guidalberto 2012, which had been 

bottled three days earlier, revealed bright cherry and black currant fruit with herb and 

tobacco flavors on an elegant frame. The Sassicaia 2012 showed the reserve of youth 

and the perfume and refinement of the vintage, only hinting at what it will be in five to 

seven years.

Francesco Monchiero, the president of the Consorzio of Roero spoke a little about the 

challenges facing his region. We tasted some of his peachy Arneis and cherry- and 

licorice-tinged Nebbiolo, both wines from this region across the Tanaro River from 

Barolo and Barbaresco that deserve to be better-known.

Sunday afternoon found me tasting the Chianti Classicos of Savignola Paolina, made by 

Ludovica Fabbri. These are traditional-styled reds made mostly with Sangiovese (85 to 

90 percent), the balance made up of Colorino and Malvasia Nera, or simply Colorino for 

the riserva. These are supple, elegant, high-elevation Sangiovese-based reds from near 

Lamole.

From there, I joined Martin Foradori Hofstätter of J. Hofstätter for a preview of his new 

Dr. Fischer project from the Saar in Germany. A tank sample of the Riesling Trocken 

2014 delivered clean, elegant, racy apple, peach and spice flavors, while the Riesling 

Saarburger Alte Reben 2014 showed greater richness, finishing dry and savory.

He also previewed his new range of Pinot Noirs from the Barthenau estate in Alto Adige, 

including a new single-vineyard Roccolo 2012, aged in 100 percent new French oak and 

set for a fall release.

Two special workshops afforded me opportunities to meet with a group of producers 

specializing in the white grapes of Piedmont and another group making wines in 

Tuscany's Maremma area, near the Tyrennian Sea. With the exception of the Cortese 

grape in Gavi, which has enjoyed a reputation throughout history in the Piedmont region, 

the former group has mostly revived indigenous grapes like Favorita, Arneis, Nascetta 

and Timorasso.

The Maremma producers are mostly recent arrivals in the area, since the late 1990s or 

after. Only Moris Farms among the group has been growing grapes and making wines in 

Maremma since the 1970s. The wines are labeled IGT, which allows for plenty of 

freedom to grow a wide variety of grapes.

Overall, Vinitaly provided the opportunity to taste a wide range of wines from all over the 
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Would you like to comment? Want to join or start 
a discussion?
Become a WineSpectator.com member and you can!

To protect the quality of our conversations, only members may submit comments. 

Member benefits include access to more than 315,000 reviews in our Wine Ratings 

Search; a first look at ratings in our Insider, Advance and Tasting Highlights; Value 

Wines; the Personal Wine List/My Cellar tool, hundreds of wine-friendly recipes and 

more. 
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country, though there's never enough time to taste everything on my list.
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